Animal Cruelty IS Family Violence

Sample Letter to the Editor

Letters to the Editor
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We read many articles about violence, including family violence. But too often, one of the victims of family violence is overlooked. And that’s the family pet. Animals who live in violent homes often become victims too and may be injured by the abuser to intimidate and control other members of the household. Animal abuse may be a warning sign of a violent home. And victims may delay leaving their abusers out of fear that their pets will be harmed if left behind.

This is no small problem. In a recent sample of some of the largest domestic violence shelters in the United States, The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) found that 91% of adult victims and 73% of children mention incidents of companion animal abuse when they enter shelters. But only 18% of the shelters surveyed routinely ask victims about their pets. 

Because domestic violence shelters generally can’t accept pets, many communities are starting Safe Havens for Animals™ programs, which provide temporary housing for pets from violent homes. A listing of many such programs and guidelines for starting them can be found at www.animalcrueltyisfamilyviolence.org. 

(The above is suitable to submit for publication any time during the year. To draw attention to the Awareness Week, add the following paragraph.)

April 18 to 24 is Animal Cruelty/Human Violence Awareness Week, sponsored by The HSUS. It’s a good time to remember the animal victims of family violence, and to find out how to protect them.
Sincerely,
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